
Cape Light Compact 

Governing Board Meeting 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

 

LOCATION:  Rooms 11&12, Superior Courthouse, Barnstable 

 

TIME:   2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 
   

2:00 – 2:20 2014 Open/Close Nominations and Vote on 2015 Executive Committee Members  

 

2:20 – 2:30 Public Comment 

 

2:30 – 2:35  Approval of Minutes  

 

2:35 – 2:45 Treasurer’s Report 

 

2:45 – 3:45 Energy Efficiency Program 

1. 2015 Residential Rebates - What’s New and Different 

2. 2016-2018 Residential Program Discussion 

3. 2015 Mid Term Modification (MTM) Discussion 

 

3:45 – 4:10 Administrator’s Report 

1. Preview of Annual Report 

2. Board Meeting Schedule 

3. Review Proposed Response to Eric Bibler OML Complaint 

 

4:10 – 4:15 CVEC Update 

 

 





















RETAIL REBATES AND SPECIAL OFFERS 

Lighting 
 Incentives for CFLs and LEDs 

 Keep an eye out for “special pricing” stickers when you are shopping 

Products (mail in and online submission) 
Refrigerators 
 $50 for and ENERGY STAR Most Efficient 
No longer able to offer a base Energy Star Refrigerator 

rebate 
 No longer able to offer freezer rebates of any kind 



RETAIL REBATES AND SPECIAL OFFERS 

Products (mail in and online submission) 
 ENERGY STAR Room Air Cleaner 
 $40 for an ENERGY STAR certified  

 
 ENERGY STAR dehumidifier 
 $30 rebate for an ENERGY STAR certified 

 
 ENERGY STAR Pool Pump 
 $200 for an ENERGY STAR certified (waiting for final decision if this will be a mail in 

like in 2014 or be going “upstream”) 
 

 Qualified Clothes Dryers 
 $50 ENERGY STAR certified electric clothes dryer (rebate forms not yet available) 
 $200 higher efficiency tier 
 Visit www.MassSave.com/ClothesDryer for a list of products 

 

http://www.masssave.com/ClothesDryer


OTHER REBATES AND SERVICES 

Products (mark down) 
Televisions 
 Incentive applied at the store level 
 ENERGY STAR Most Efficient  
 For CLC, only currently being offered through Best Buy 

 
Second Refrigerator and Freezer recycling 
 $50 
 For a limited time, January 01, 2014 through February 15, 2015, there will be a 

special $100 incentive to residential electric customers for recycling outdated, 
second refrigerators or freezers through the Mass Save® appliance recycling 
program.  

 



HVAC EQUIPMENT 

Equipment 
Central AC, ASHP & Mini Split Heat Pumps 
 Rebates Up to $500 

 

Heat Pump Water Heaters 
 $750 Rebate (Electric Replacement/ New Installs only) 

 
 



OIL AND PROPANE HEATING REBATES 

NEW!  

Oil Furnace with ECM Blower – 83 AFUE – lowered to $250 (from $400 in 2014) 

Propane Indirect Water Heater – increased to $400 (from $300 in 2014) 

Propane Condensing Boiler with On-Demand Hot Water – new at $1,200 

Propane On-Demand Hot Water – increased to 94 EF (instead of 82 in 2014)- $800 

 

Please see rebate form on our website at www.capelightcompact.org/resrebates 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.capelightcompact.org/resrebates


EVENTS AND THE CATALOG 

Don’t forget  
 to “like” us on Facebook for program updates and 

promotions 
 https://www.facebook.com/MassSavers 
 https://www.facebook.com/capelightenergy 
 about the catalog 
 Visit www.estarlights.com for the latest and greatest 
 CFLs, LEDs, APS, and Showerheads and Showerhead adapters 

Stay tuned 
 For updates on pop-up and potential turn-in events 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MassSavers
https://www.facebook.com/capelightenergy
http://www.estarlights.com/
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CONTINUE ENHANCED OFFERINGS 
Continue to offer enhanced incentives for target audiences 

• Continue 75% of weatherization up to $4,000 cap for weatherization services (instead 
of the statewide $2,000) to avoid multiple contracts 

• Continue 100% up to $4,000 for: 
• Year-round renters that pay for their own utilities 
• Clients between 61-80% of state median income (up to 60% are already served in 

the income-eligible programs) 
• Municipal/government-owned and operated homes 

Continue serving natural gas customers 
• Because we have enhanced incentives (as noted above), natural gas customers would 

be allowed to benefits (along with all other customers) 
Reward condo associations for participation 

• Offer enhanced incentives where participation is high for the association. 
Continue Cape Light Compact-specific income verification for up to 60% of state median 
income 

• Alternative path to fuel assistance, which can be limited by time. 
Continue creative marketing 

• Continue offering green boxes, deal tips through Facebook, etc. 
 
 

 



NEW OFFERINGS 

Treat oil and propane facilities (regardless of type of meter) 
• Example: multi-family buildings are not served for oil and propane measures. 

 

Consider incentives for demand response 
• Contingent upon time-varying rates or efforts with ISO 

 

Customer engagement/Digital Platforms 
• Statewide effort to increase more web-based or app-based solutions 

 



REVAMPING PAST EFFORTS  

Explore Efficient Neighborhoods +® effort again?  
• Look at geographic targeting 

 

Consider giveaways at town meeting again – perhaps LEDs? 

  

Continue to explore outreach to seasonal customers/look for new ways to capture the 
audience. 

 



 

 

 

BY FIRST CLASS AND ELECTRONIC MAIL (ebibler@gmail.com) 

 

 

Eric Bibler 

31 Old Hyde Road 

Weston, CT 06883 

 

Re:  Cape Light Compact/Open Meeting Law Complaint 

 

Dear Mr. Bibler: 

 

This letter serves as a response to your Open Meeting Law (“OML”) complaint dated December 

13, 2014 against the Cape Light Compact (the “Compact” or the “CLC”).  A copy of your 

complaint is appended to this letter as Attachment A. 

 

Summary of Complaint 

 

The complaint alleges OML violations for a Compact meeting that occurred on November 12, 

2014.  The meeting notice in its entirety can be found here: 

http://www.capelightcompact.org/governing-board-meeting-111214-2/.   The portions of the 

notice that are at issue in your complaint deal with topics of discussion for executive session.  

There were three topics of discussion listed on the notice: 

 

1) M.G.L. c. 30A, Section 21 (a)(10): Power Supply Procurement Strategy Discussion 

(confidential and competitively sensitive information); 

2) M.G.L. c. 30A, Section 21 (a)(3) and Section 21(a)(10): DPU 14-69 (discussion of 

litigation strategy and related power supply issues); and  

3) M.G.L. c 30A, Section 21 (a)(3 and (10) for the purpose of approving past Compact 

Executive Session Minutes and Compact Executive Committee Executive Session 

Minutes. 

 

Your complaint states that the Compact “failed to state two topics of discussion during the 

executive session meeting on November 12, 2014 – the potential change to the Operational 

Adder and the new electricity rates for CLC members – and then CLC proceeded to deliberate 

both of these topics illegally because neither topic legitimately qualified for any exemption from 

disclosure under the Open Meeting Law.” 

 

Each of these allegations is addressed below. 

 

Allegation that Compact failed to state two topics of discussion 

 

The operational adder and electricity rates issues were part of the discussion of power supply 

procurement strategy (topic 1 as listed in the notice).  The operational adder is part of the 

mailto:ebibler@gmail.com
http://www.capelightcompact.org/governing-board-meeting-111214-2/


Compact’s electric rate.  The rate to be charged by potential power suppliers is a major 

component of the power supply procurement strategy, as well as the various costs and charges in 

included in the rate.  The pricing component is commonly understood to be necessary part of any 

procurement by a public entity; it does not need to be listed as a separate topic.  It is a subtopic of 

discussion.  Your allegations here are similar to the ones you raised in OML 2014-138.  In that 

determination the Office of Attorney General (“OAG”) ruled against you and found the 

“allegedly unlisted discussion topics were actually subtopics of the ‘Round I and Round II PV 

Procurement Strategy Discussion.’” 

 

Additionally, any discussion of the operational adder is also a proper matter of discussion under 

topic 2 in the notice as the operational adder is an issue being litigated in the DPU proceeding 

referenced in the meeting notice, DPU 14-69, a fact that you are well aware as evidenced by your 

numerous writings on the subject. 

 

Allegation that topics did not qualify for any exemption under the OML 

 

The Open Meeting Law provides that the Compact may meet in executive sessions: 

 

To discuss trade secrets or confidential, competitively-sensitive or other 

proprietary information provided in the course of activities conducted by a 

governmental body as an energy supplier under a license granted by the 

department of public utilities pursuant to section 1F of chapter 164, in the course 

of activities conducted as a municipal aggregator under section 134 of said 

chapter 164 or in the course of activities conducted by a cooperative consisting of 

governmental entities organized pursuant to section 136 of said chapter 164, when 

such governmental body, municipal aggregator or cooperative determines that 

such disclosure will adversely affect its ability to conduct business in relation to 

other entities making, selling or distributing electric power and energy. 

 

G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(10).   

 

The Compact’s discussion of power supply procurement strategy is a proper topic under Purpose 

10 of the OML.   Please review OML 2014-138; in that determination, the OAG found that the 

use of the topic heading “Phase II-PV procurement strategy” was a proper topic of discussion 

under Purpose 10.  In addition, the OAG has found that the Compact is a type of public body 

given “wide latitude to determine what information may be discussed outside of the public’s 

view.”  See OML 2014-138 and 2012-81.  The Compact has determined that the rate/pricing 

component of its power supply procurement strategy is the type of information that should be 

discussed in executive session under Purpose 10. 

 

In addition, the Compact’s treatment of its power supply procurement strategy and pricing 

matters as confidential is consistent with the materials that it submitted to the OAG in connection 

with OML 2012-81 along with its sister organization, the Cape & Vineyard Electric Cooperative, 

Inc. (“CVEC”).  Further, as stated in that submission, it is the Compact’s position that the 

conclusion of a particular procurement process does not automatically make all aspects of the 



procurement process public.  The Compact has a continuing, long-term interest in protecting its 

procurement strategy.  Here are two relevant excerpts from that submission: 

 

 Currently, it is the practice of the Compact and CVEC to treat the following types of 

information, among others, as confidential: power supply pricing; the identity of power 

suppliers; the methods used to evaluate power supply price offers; the evaluation of 

bidder’s and other third-party developer’s prices and terms and conditions; energy 

forecasting models; internal financing methods and pro formas; and forecasts of prices 

for energy, capacity, renewable energy certificate (“RECs”) and ancillary products.  If 

such information is prematurely disclosed, it will adversely affect each entity’s ability to 

conduct its business in relation to other entities making, selling or distributing electric 

power and energy.   

 

 The Compact and CVEC are quite different from other public bodies subject to the Open 

Meeting Law.  For most public bodies, when a particular matter or project is complete or 

they have decided to terminate their participation with respect to a particular matter or 

project, it is appropriate for executive session minutes regarding those matters or 

projects to be released.  This is not the case with the Compact and CVEC.  Because these 

entities are continuously participating in power purchase transactions, development of 

renewable energy projects and other energy-related matters and transactions, disclosure 

of most older executive session minutes would adversely affect their ability to conduct 

business in relation to other entities making, selling or distributing electric power and 

energy.  By way of example, in executive session the Compact may discuss a particular 

power supplier’s proposal to provide the Compact with competitive electric supply and 

may decide to terminate negotiations with that supplier.  While contract negotiations may 

have terminated, it would adversely affect the Compact’s ability to negotiate future 

contracts if suppliers were able to learn the Compact’s strategic plan, its issues of 

concern and the considerations it uses in evaluating proposals by reviewing the 

Compact’s older executive session minutes.  The Compact and CVEC have a continuing 

interest in protecting the practice of the Compact and CVEC to treat the following types 

of information, among others, as confidential: power supply pricing; the identity of 

power suppliers; the methods used to evaluate power supply price offers; the evaluation 

of bidder’s and other third-party developer’s prices and terms and conditions; energy 

forecasting models; internal financing methods and pro formas; and forecasts of prices 

for energy, capacity, RECs and ancillary products.  Disclosure of older minutes which 

includes discussion of these issues would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive 

sessions.  If the Compact’s and CVEC’s confidential information is disclosed through the 

release of executive session minutes, it would adversely affect the Compact’s and 

CVEC’s ability to conduct their business in relation to other entities making, selling or 

distributing electric power and energy. 

 

The Compact emphasizes that its power supply procurement strategy is a dynamic, continuing 

process, and that the terms and conditions that were accepted and negotiated for a particular 

procurement may be directly tied to the terms and conditions that the Compact anticipates 

negotiating for future procurements.  For instance, pricing may not be fixed in many Compact 

power supply contracts, pricing terms change every six months (or, in some cases, even more 



often), according to a formula which requires consultation between the supplier and the 

Compact.  Were such formulas to be publicly disclosed, or were the discussions and/or 

implementation of pricing changes to be publicly disclosed in advance or during the term, there 

could be tremendous competitive harm to the Compact and its supplier 
Therefore, simply because the Compact has executed a power supply contract with a particular 

supplier does not mean that its power supply procurement strategy has come to an end.  
Disclosure of executive session minutes which include discussion of power supply procurement 

strategy may defeat the lawful purpose of executive sessions convened under Purpose 10. 

 

In your complaint, you state that the Compact should take the actions set forth below in 

underlined text.  The Compact’s responses are set forth immediately following each suggested 

action in italicized text. 

  

1.  Acknowledge that CLC violated the Open Meeting Law by deliberating on these two 

topics of discussion – the “Operational Adder” and the new electricity rate structure for CLC 

members – without including either topic on the meeting notice or agenda. 

 

 The Compact declines to take such action as it did not violate the OML for the reasons 

set forth above. 

 

2.  Acknowledge that CLC violated the Open Meeting Law by deliberating these topics 

during the executive session without stating these topics for discussion accurately, or with a 

proper degree of specificity. 

 

The Compact declines to take such action as it did not violate the OML for the reasons 

set forth above. 

 

3.  Acknowledge that CLC violated the Open Meeting Law by claiming an illegitimate 

exemption from public disclosure for its discussions of the “Operational Adder” and the new 

electricity rate structure for CLC members when no such exemption was justified. 

 

The Compact declines to take such action as it did not violate the OML for the reasons 

set forth above. 

 

4.  Acknowledge that it was improper for CLC to redact portions of the executive session 

meeting minutes for November 12, 2014 relating to its discussions of the Operational Adder 

and/or new electricity rate structure for CLC members, since CLC’s deliberations on these topics 

are not exempt from disclosure, and acknowledge that any continued efforts by CLC to withhold 

this information from the public are also improper. 

  

The Compact declines to take such action as it did not violate the OML for the reasons 

set forth above. 

 

5.  Review the executive session minutes for the meeting of November 12, 2014 and release 

all portions of these minutes for which no exemption from disclosure is applicable or justified. 

 



The Compact’s review and redaction of its executive session meeting minutes was proper 

for the reasons set forth above. 

 

6.  Agree to stop violating the Open Meeting Law by failing to provide proper notice of the 

topics to be discussed during public meetings, by failing to provide the appropriate degree of 

specificity regarding topics to be discussed during executive session meetings and by claiming 

broad exemptions from public disclosure relating to topics of discussion for which no such 

exemption is applicable, or can be clearly justified. 

 

 The Compact rejects your assertions that any OML violations occurred at the November 

12, 2014 meeting.  The content of the Compact’s meeting notice and the topics discussed under 

Purpose 10 of the OML are consistent with the OAG guidance, specifically OML 2014-138 and 

2012-81 which the OAG issued in response to similar prior complaints by you.  

 

The Compact hopes that the information provided in this response has been informative and 

satisfies your concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Margaret T. Downey 

Cape Light Compact Administrator 

 

cc:  Office of the Attorney General 

Jeffrey M. Bernstein, Esq.  
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